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A thirty-four year old Bahraini woman, para 4, at 32 weeks of gestation had developed 

progressive loss of vision, headaches and nausea. She was referred from neurosurgery to 

obstetrics department for urgent premature induction of labor. A Cesarian section was 

performed. A premature baby was resuscitated by neonatal pediatrics and the patient was 

referred to neurosurgery for excision of the tumor. The tumor was diagnosed as 

meningioma.  

 

This case was reported because of its rarity and to present an update on methods of 

treating brain tumor in pregnancy.    
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Extra or intracranial brain tumor is an uncommon diagnosis during pregnancy.  It poses a 

challenge to the obstetrician, to the pregnant woman and to her unborn fetus.   

 

In general, the most common type of benign tumor of the brain is meningioma, its incidence is 

27% of all primary tumors of the brain; women are more predisposed than men
1
.  A survey from 

Saudi Arabia revealed that 600 cases of brain tumor seen in pregnancy over 15 years’ period, 

only 18 patients had meningioma
2
. Another study revealed that 7 cases were diagnosed with 

brain tumor and 5 were due to meningioma during pregnency
3
.  In Bahrain, this is the first 

reported case of meningioma complicating pregnancy treated in Salmaniya Medical Complex 

(SMC) over the past ten years.  

 

The aim of reporting this case is its rarity and the potential variability of its clinical presentation.  

 

THE CASE 

 

A thirty-four year old, gravida 5, para 4, Bahraini woman presented at 32 weeks of gestation 

with a history of gestational diabetes and a gradual loss of vision over 10 weeks and culminated 

into complete loss of vision prior to admission.  She also complained of occasional mild 
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