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Parathyroid Adenoma inducing Hypercalcemia and Pancreatitis 
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 A fifteen-year-old female patient presented with acute pancreatitis as the first 

manifestation of primary hyperparathyroidism due to parathyroid adenoma. Initially the 

acute pancreatitis was treated conservatively and the high level of serum calcium was 

corrected partially and then subsequent parathyroidectomy was done. She is doing very 

well three months following the surgery and the pancreatitis resolved clinically and 

radiologically. 

 

Although many studies showed the correlation between acute pancreatitis and 

hyperparathyroidism, the condition is still considered very uncommon. Surgical resection 

is the main treatment. 
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Acute pancreatitis caused by hypercalcemia due to primary hyperparathyroidism is a very rare 

condition
1
. Primary hyperparathyroidism could be caused by solitary parathyroid adenoma 

(80%), multi glandular adenoma, parathyroid hyperplasia or carcinoma
2
. 

 

Patient may present with skeletal changes, nephrolithiasis, psychiatric manifestations and 

abdominal pain. Sometimes the patient remains asymptomatic and discovered during routine 

investigations. 

 

Hypercalcemia is a rare cause of pancreatitis and the exact mechanism of inducing the disease is 

still controversial. However, it has been shown that hypercalcemia of any cause can lead to acute 

pancreatitis
3
. This is supported by the cause and effect relationship that parathyroidectomy may 

prevent the recurrence of the disease
4
. 

 

The aim of this report is to present a case of pancreatitis caused by parathyroid adenoma. 
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THE CASE 

 

A fifteen-year-old female presented to the emergency department complaining of severe 

epigastric abdominal pain with frequent attacks of vomiting for one day. The onset of the pain 




