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Tetralogy of Fallot is the most common form of cyanotic heart disease and it is associated 

with intracerebral abscess in childhood.   

 

We report a thirteen-year-old boy with undiagnosed cyanotic heart disease who presented 

to the emergency department with history of fever, vomiting, headache and left sided body 

weakness.            

 

The neuroradiological images were suggestive of brain abscess and echocardiogram 

confirmed the diagnosis of Tetralogy of Fallot.    

 

An emergency craniotomy and brain abscess drainage was done and the patient showed a 

complete recovery of his clinical symptoms.                

                             

Bahrain Med Bull 2013; 35(3): 

                                                                        

Intracerebral abscess is an uncommon finding in children,
 
but it can be associated with high rates 

of permanent neurologic impairment and death if not detected and treated early
1,2

.
   

                          

 

Tetralogy of Fallot is the most common form of cyanotic congenital heart disease which is 

associated with intracerebral abscess in children
3
.
 
       

        

Brain abscess associated with cyanotic congenital heart disease typically present with symptoms 

of fever, headache and vomiting along with focal neurological deficit
4,5

.   

          

Early and aggressive surgery of brain abscess in children is associated with excellent prognosis 

and minimal morbidity and mortality
6
.        

      

The aim of reporting this case is to stress the early surgical intervention in brain abscess 

associated with neurological manifestations to avoid high rates of permanent neurological 

impairment and death.                           
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